
 

 
 
 
 
 
January 2023 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we start the new term and a new calendar year, I write to you regarding the absolute 

importance of attendance. At St Mary’s we pride ourselves on our outstanding attendance, 

and it is currently significantly above the local and national average. 

 

97% attendance is the minimum attendance that we ask our students to strive for. Of course, 

there will be situations where it is not possible for a child to attend college at a minimum of 

97% - for example ongoing health issues (both physical and mental) can affect a young person 

being able to achieve this. Please note that we understand this, and always aim to work with 

families to offer the appropriate and relevant support whilst making reasonable adjustments 

in order to help students with these ongoing serious conditions. We also note that there has 

been a nasty bout of flu and other viruses (not least Covid) which struck towards the end of 

last term and may have resulted in your child being too poorly to attend which will have 

affected their attendance. However, where possible, your child should attend as much as they 

can. Missing just 1 lesson results in lost or delayed learning which can lead to knock on effects. 

Research indicates that lower attendance results in  lower success in life and, not least, means 

young people not socialising and interacting with their peers as much as others. 

 

Next week in the Sixth Form it is our third ‘Attendance Focus’ week of the academic year. 

During this week (like all weeks) we ask that all students aim to attend ALL of their timetabled 

lessons, tutor periods and personal development sessions, but this week they will be rewarded 

for doing so. We have found previously that when students increase their attendance to 

lessons and sessions (or maintain if already high) this leads to positive progress both personally 

and academically. Students who have excellent attendance all of the time are also 

recognised at various points of the year as well as students who make improvements. 

 

St Mary’s is a fantastic college with a world of opportunities for all of our students. We care very 

much about your child and love seeing them in college. Please support us in supporting you 

to ensure your child attends as much as they possibly can. 

 

Should you wish to discuss your child’s attendance please contact the year office. You can 

always check your child’s attendance on the Edulink app. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs M Stead & The SM6 Team 

 
 


