
Head and shoulders 
above the rest.
Meet Mr Curran, he’s a man who can!

For those who don’t know, each year group 
has an assigned Head of Year and yours is 
languages teacher Mr Curran. Each Year Office 
has a team of people who work to guide you 
through your academic year and time at St 
Mary’s College and the leader of your team is 
Mr Curran.  We caught up with him to ask him 
about being Head of Year, his responsibilities 
and expectations and this is what he had to 
say.  

When asked what his expectations are of you, 
both during Transition Week and coming into 
Year 7 in September, he said that all students 
should strive to try their best, always putting in 
100% effort. In addition to this, he stated that 
all students must be prepared for the school 
day, always being kind and polite to others and 
make the most of the amazing opportunities St 
Mary’s offers to you as students.  

Additionally, we asked what Mr Curran learnt 
about being Head of Year after his experience 
last year. He said that being the head of a year 
group is an incredibly varied job, requiring him 
and the year team (who he stated were an 
amazing support system, allowing his job to be 
much easier) to complete many different tasks 
to ensure all students feel comfortable and 
happy whilst at school. His vast experience has 
given him a lot more confidence to oversee a 
year group, and after returning to St Mary’s af-
ter being away, he said it feels nice to be back. 
He told us that his job requires him to take 
charge of and care for the year group, includ-
ing behaviour and the welfare of every student, 
ensuring the students are set up ready to learn.    
He’s a lovely man who always has time for 
everybody.  Therefore, if you see him, go over 
and say hello. 

Ava and Alex

Planners are given to 
each student in Sep-
tember and are used 
throughout the school 
day. For example, it is 
used to record home-
work and detentions as 
well as being a great 
place to add notes, 
useful spellings and 
anything you need from 
your tutor times.  It is 
also a communication 
device between home 
and school, so parents 
also have an idea of 
what you have been do-
ing at school.  You need 
to make sure they are 
signed once a week so 
we know that all of the 
key notices have gone 
home. 
 In this coming year, 
a section for personal 
development has been 
added as well as learn-
ing journeys which 
show what topics a 
student would study in 
each subject throughout 
the school year.
These will be integral 
to your school year, so 
let’s get planning for the 
year ahead!

We love it when 
a plan (ners) 
comes together
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Are you equipped for success?

Since keeping everyone happy and safe 
is our number one priority, we’ve em-
ployed some of the older students to help 
us help you have the best time you pos-
sibly can in your Transition Week.  We 
caught up with them to ask their advice 
and here are some top tips from your 
Year 11 mentors for starting Year 7 and 
some advice for you if you ever feel a bit 
worried.  
First and foremost, they said to enjoy 
yourself! School is so much more than 
just the boring stuff; it is one of the best 
opportunities you have to make friends 
and try new things. Whenever you have a 
chance, don’t be afraid to start a conver-
sation or try a club you’ve never heard 
of before- you might discover something 
you really like!  
The next advice they suggested was to 
not be afraid of asking questions. You 

are right at the start of your journey so 
you shouldn’t be worried if you don’t 
immediately understand something. Your 
teacher’s main concern is making sure 
that you understand your lessons and 
all of the staff will be more than happy 
to give you a nudge in the right direction 
whenever you need one.   
Finally, if you feel anxious about moving 
up to Year 7- you are not alone! This is a 
new and wonderful experience for every-
body, so it’s only natural that you might 
get a bit overwhelmed. Just let a member 
of staff know and they’ll do all that they 
can to make your time at St Mary’s the 
best it can be.  
These are some great tips from our great 
Year 11 mentors. If you keep these in 
mind, you’ll no doubt have a super start 
to your time at St Mary’s.  

Leading by example 
Meet the Year 11 mentors helping out this week.

From pencils to protractors, calcula-
tors to compasses, it can be tricky 
knowing what you need and when 
you’ll need it. To help you out with this, 

we’ve decided to make a quick list of 

the equipment you’ll need so you’re 
always prepared in class!   

You’ll need 2 black pens, red pens and 

pencils with you for every lesson (by 
having two you always have a spare). 

Next, you’ll need a ruler for
 underlining, a sharpener and an 
eraser. Then you need to make sure 
you have your compass,  protractor 
and calculator at hand for your maths 

lessons. 
Finally, you need to make sure you’ve 

got a big enough pencil case so that 
nothing falls out!   Equipment is key 
to success at St Mary’s, so make sure 

you are well equipped! 

It’s
you!

It’s
you!

Evie- XR
“I have really
 enjoyed English”

Karol- XM

“ I really enjoyed 

lunch and making 

new friends”

Lola- YR
“I really enjoyed 
my English les-
son, the teacher 
was really kind”

Vince and Matas

Meet
the 

   Mentors
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