
What an amazing week
Thank you Year 6 for being amazing.  We can’t wait to see you in September!

Congratulations on getting through the entire 
Transition Week! You’ve had the chance to 
experience some fantastic lessons and gain 
a real taste of what St Mary’s is all about.  
We hope to see you soon in September!     
However, in  the meantime, here are some 
highlights of the week mentioned by some of 
the people in your year:
    “My favourite subject is Science because of 
the experiments that we did. The most memo-
rable moment from this week was meeting 
new friends. I think that the main difference 
from primary to secondary is that you move 
around a lot more and that you stay less in 
one place.” – Natalia, XF
    “My favourite subject is Science and my 
most memorable memory was also from Sci-
ence because I had a funny teacher, Dr Wild. 
I think that the main difference from primary 
to secondary is that you get more indepen-
dence.” – Kadiatu, YF
    “My favourite subject is English and the 

most memorable thing for me from this week 
was the Science lessons when we investi-
gated drinks which had caffeine in. I think that 
the main difference from primary to secondary 
is that every lesson is fun” 
 – Silvija, XF
    “So far this week I have enjoyed doing PE 
yesterday and my favourite subject is maths. 
I think that the main difference from primary 
and secondary is that it is a lot bigger.” – 
Grace, YT
    “So far this week I have enjoyed participat-
ing in the science experiments and my favou-
rite subject is English. I think that the main 
difference between primary and secondary is 
that there is a lot more people.” – Mazie, YT

It’s great to see that you’ve all got stuck in 
and that we have a wide variety of favourite 
subjects.  We’re looking forward to meeting 
you all again soon.  Well done, you’ve been 
superstars.

Matas, Jia Jing and Vince

The SEND (Special Educa-
tional Needs & Disabilities) 
department looks after 
students who need extra 
help in lessons through 
reading interventions 
or small group lessons. 
They are very helpful and 
friendly and always mak-
ing everyone feel valued. 
Some other provision 
which they offer to stu-
dents with SEND includes 
extra help in core lessons, 
life skills to help foster 
independence and ALP 
(Adult Literacy Provision) 
lessons for older students. 
For the more adventurous 
amongst you, they also of-
fer the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award scheme where you 
can learn new skills and 
even go on an expedition.
Throughout lessons, there 
are also various teaching 
assistants who will help 
support in lessons and 
around the school as well 
as teaching small groups. 
They also help in registra-
tion interventions. We had 
28 students participate in 
this in September.
Furthermore, there is a 
service known as IPASS 
which helps students with 
visual, hearing or physi-
cal difficulties. As a team, 
they make sure they do 
everything they can to 
help, you will feel at home 
very quickly!
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What to remember on your first day

Many students shared that they had a 
Medical Department in their old school. 
Some had the teachers trained in first aid 
while others had their lunch staff in charge. 
It was great to hear how seriously health 
and safety was taken! However, it was the 
consensus that they weren’t too sure on 
how our medical facilities worked. In order 
to rectify that, we went out to hear what 
tips and facts our staff had to share so that 
if anything went awry, you would know just 
what to do. 
 
Firstly, our staff clarified just what it is that 
they do.  If anyone were to feel unwell or 
ill, they would come to them for the care, 
attention (sometimes biscuits!) that they 
would need to get better and continue their 
learning. 
 
Next, they shared some tips on how to 

keep fit and healthy and out of the medical 
room. They agreed that priority number 
one was drinking enough water, especially 
in this vicious heat! On average 50 or so 
students come to medical in a day, and a 
good majority of them tend to be for head-
aches. The best way to quell a headache 
is to drink water, so be sure to drink lots! 
 
Finally, they gave some advice on what 
you should do if you found yourself in a 
pickle and needed some help. You are to 
go to medical immediately, and if you are 
unable, send for someone and get the 
team to come to you.
 
Clare, Sarah and Mrs Litten are always on 
hand to make sure you feel better.  Hope-
fully, you won’t see them too much, but 
if you need them, they are an invaluable 
resource to the school.

 Meet the Medical Team
Our top team of Medical staff is always on hand to keep you fit and 
healthy.

You should be equipped for each school day 

by having:
· A pencil case
· A pen (a couple of spare pens too in case 

they run out. You can always ask the teacher 

in your subject lesson if it does run out)

· A pencil
· A ruler
· A compass
· A protractor
· A calculator (a scientific Casio calculator is 

recommended)

·
 A rubber
· A sharpener
This isn’t compulsory but it is also advised 

to have a red pen, a glue stick, a whiteboard 

pen and a couple of highlighters to make 

sure your lessons run as smoothly as pos-

sible. On the first day back, you will receive 

your new planners and your timetable which 

will be for the whole academic year. You 

should also bring in your PE kit in case you 

have PE on the first day that you are back – 

although you’ll get a text if you need it.

Nelly - YM:
“I have really 
enjoyed solving 
clues in History” 

Jacob - XP:

“This week, I have 

really enjoyed play-

ing football in a PE 

lesson ”

Jia Jing and Matas

Nadia - YP:
“I have really en-

joyed doing 

experiments in   

Science”

It’'s 
you

Do not fear,

Medical is
here

It’'s 
you
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