
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21st January 2022 

 

Dear Family, 

 

A belated Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to all our youngsters 

at St Mary’s College. 

 

We have had a very busy start to the term and I have seen some excellent 

teaching and learning taking place across the curriculum. I was very interested 

to learn about the Evaporation Process recently in a Year 7 Geography lesson 

and how they all knew this cycle inside out (including that the reason clouds 

are grey is due to dust particles-something I did not know!). In Year 9 RE lessons 

students are studying Islam and the similarities this faith has with Christianity 

whilst recognising and appreciating the differences too. This is especially 

pertinent as we have a number of different faiths in our school and all are 

welcome and part of our St Mary’s spiritual family. 

 

As I am sure you are aware, the government announced that from January 

20th face coverings for students are no longer required inside classrooms. 

However, until the 26th January when the government will review restrictions 

again, they are still necessary in all communal areas in school. Of course, 

should your child wish to still wear their face covering in lessons then this is 

absolutely fine and, as yesterday and today has shown, there are a significant 

number who are choosing to keep their face covering on. Please support your 

child in doing an LFT on a Sunday evening and Wednesday morning. I will, of 

course, keep all parents and carers fully updated regarding changes to 

government advice. 

 

Please can I stress the importance of your child arriving to school on time (no 

later than 8.45am) and being prompt to all lessons. Being punctual is essential 

as it shows commitment and that students are ready for their day. In any 

workplace punctuality is an absolute necessity. Therefore, to support students 

in getting to school and lessons on time, we are monitoring punctuality closely 

and, where needed and appropriate, will sanction persistent latecomers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you in advance for your support regarding your child’s promptness to 

school and lessons. 

 

Last term, I wrote to all parents and carers explaining that we are planning on 

bringing in a generic school skirt for the new Year 7 who start in September 

2022. I also highlighted that students in the school who choose to wear a skirt 

will not be obligated to wear the new skirt during their time at St Mary’s. 

However, skirts must be worn properly. The uniform guidance clearly states that 

skirts should be “mid grey in colour and not jersey material. Girls skirts must be 

knee length.” There are a number of students who choose to roll their skirts up 

making the length unacceptable. To address this issue, we will launch a new 

system regarding sanctions if skirts are not worn properly which will commence 

on Monday 31st January. Skirts need to be an appropriate length- knee length- 

and worn as professional school dress. 

 

Parent/Tutor meetings will take place face to face on Friday 18th February with 

appointments available on the Thursday beforehand after school if this is 

needed. On the Friday, students will only come to school for their meeting with 

their parents/carers. Students must be in full uniform and bring their planner. 

Further information will be communicated home closer to the date along with 

appointment times. 

 

Finally, please enjoy Issue 5 of the SMC Newsletter which features a write up 

about our wonderful SEND team and the work of some of our students who 

receive extra support. It is a lovely read.  

 

I hope you and your family remain well and thank you as always for your 

support  

 
Mrs M Stead  

 
 

 
 


