
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th April 2022 
 
Dear Family, 
 
Easter is nearly upon us! It has been a long and, at times, arduous term, but we 
have made it to the end. I want to thank all the staff at St Mary’s for their 
ceaseless dedication and commitment to the young people in their care, 
without this team of special people the school would not be the wonderful 
place that it is. I also want to thank students for persevering with their 
attendance (even though Covid still moves stealthily among us), for working 
so hard (we are projecting exceptional results this year) and for simply being 
themselves: their uniqueness makes our school such a rich environment. 
 
As I write to you, we have been celebrating our Lenten Service at The Marist 
Church. This has been one of the most moving events that I have been 
privileged to be part of since I became Head of School. Owing to Covid, we 
could not celebrate our Christmas Concert at The Marist last December or 
indeed for the last 2 years, therefore, I was adamant that I wanted as many 
year groups as possible to have the chance to go to our parish church at the 
end of this term. Being there today and yesterday and witnessing the school 
choir, musicians and Chaplaincy Team deliver such a spiritually uplifting service 
for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 was truly remarkable. Going to The Marist is an intrinsic 
part of all of our students’ spiritual journey and is woven into our Catholic 
tapestry so to be able to finally do this was a lovely experience. Father Massie 
also blessed all the students and staff before we left. I hope it has been an 
experience that students will not easily forget. I would also like to add that the 
manner in which students walked down to the church, conducted themselves 
during the service and walked back to school was impeccable. 
 
Furthermore, I had the pleasure of watching the 6th Form production of 
Chicago last week. As someone who is not a natural lover of musicals, I was 
not too sure what to expect. I needn’t have worried: the singing, acting and 
choreography was second to none. Many of the actors in the show could star 
in the West End tomorrow. I was so spellbound by the performances that the 
evening seemed to pass in the blink of an eye!  
 
 
 
 



I want to express my awe and thanks at all involved in the production from the 
actors, to the staff, to the backstage crew. It really was a night to remember. 
 
In the summer term we will be developing our Personal Development offer 
which will focus on the key British Values of Tolerance and Respect. This will 
include an extra-curricular fair in the first week back, which all students will 
have the opportunity to access, tutor time activities and assemblies that will 
link into our over-arching focus. Please see the enclosed newsletter for more 
details. In a world where there is not always tolerance and respect, we strive 
to give our students the tools they need in order to go out into this world and 
make a difference. 
 
We return to school on Monday 25th April. Can I please ask that you are mindful 
about haircuts/styles for your child. Extreme haircuts are not acceptable. 
Uniform also needs to adhere to our policy, “skinny” trousers, trousers that show 
the ankles or those that are tapered are not permitted. Skirts must be knee 
length. Regarding shoes, black “leather-look” trainers are not allowed. We will 
be having a very strong focus on uniform after Easter so please ensure that 
your child is in the correct uniform and that their hair adheres to the school 
rules. 
 
Finally, I hope you have a wonderful Easter. In my house, the mantelpiece is 
already groaning under the weight of far too many Easter Eggs for my 3 boys 
– so much so that we have talked about giving to charity this Easter as there 
are many families in this country and others for whom Easter will be a difficult 
time. Not least for those in the Ukraine, for whom the students at school have 
responded extremely magnanimously in raising funds and praying for the 
people there, that they may find safety and solace during this horrendous time.  
 
Amongst the Easter Eggs, the family get-togethers and the bank holiday 
celebrations I hope you can find a moment to reflect on the real meaning of 
Easter: that Christ died to save us, that God is there for us, in the good times 
and the bad, the joyful and the tearful.  
 
I wish you all a peaceful Easter. 
 
God Bless, 

 
Mrs M Stead 
Head of School 
 


