
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
January 2022             
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support with the New York trip which is due to take place in July 2022. I am writing to 
inform you of our next steps with the planning of the trip.  
 
As you will be aware, rules around international travel change frequently. Travel from the UK to the US is now possible 
which gives us renewed hope that our trip to New York will be able to go ahead. It is important to note that the rules 
and guidance that are currently in place could look very different come July and we will ensure we keep you 
updated with any significant changes. Currently, there are specific rules about entering America, as well as State 
rules for New York City. As mentioned above, it is possible that this may change in the coming months. However, at 
this moment in time we are keen to commence our planning of the trip. 
  
Currently, the United States of America require all visitors to be fully vaccinated against Covid-19. As things stand, 
‘fully vaccinated’ means 2 weeks after having received either 2 doses of an approved 2-dose or 2 doses of any ‘mix-
and-match’ combination of accepted Covid-19 vaccines. There are additional measures which are currently in 
place, involving having a negative Covid-19 test result no more than one day before travel. Full details of entry 
requirements can be found on the government website Entry requirements - USA travel advice - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)  
 
Whilst rules around testing before and after travel could possibly change, this is something we will be able to organise 
through our tour company closer to the event when we know exactly what the rules will be. We will therefore be 
liaising with our tour company should it still be the case that proof of a negative test is required.  
In order to help us plan accordingly, we now need to ascertain if students are, or will be, fully vaccinated at the time 
of departure. Students who are not fully vaccinated will be unable to enter America and therefore will not meet the 
requirements for travel.  
 
We understand that as parents and carers, there are many worries you may have around Covid-19 and the impact 
this can have on the trip. I would like to take the opportunity to once again explain that the safety of our students is 
paramount, and we will only allow the trip to take place if we feel it is possible and safe to do so. In order to help 
protect students, both as a group and individually, we will be looking to purchase additional insurance from our tour 
provider. This covers instances such as testing positive for Covid-19 before and during the trip, along with instances 
of airlines cancelling flights. This insurance will be an additional £16 per person, but the coverage it provides will offer 
you peace of mind for many scenarios. We recognise this is a costly (but extremely worth it!) trip, and as a school we 
want to ensure that should something not go to plan, you are fully covered. You can see the insurance details we 
are considering by clicking on this link. STF Travel Sure | ABTA We are currently exploring whether our current insurance 
offers us the same coverage, this is however unlikely as our tour company has put together a bespoke package for 
school trips. We will confirm in due course.  
 
Any insurance package that we use requires all individuals on the trip to be compliant with the travel rules at the time 
of departure. Therefore, if students are not fully vaccinated, they will not be eligible for the insurance and as 
mentioned previously, unable to travel. 
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As the travel requirements are completely out of our control, should students be unvaccinated, and will not be in 
time for our departure, then all monies except the non-refundable £150 deposit will be returned to you. Should we 
be able to find another student as a replacement, then the £150 deposit will be able to be returned.  
To help us gain an accurate picture for our planning, please complete the Microsoft Forms quiz using this link. 
https://forms.office.com/r/29Af0zquJL At this stage, we need information on the following: 
- Vaccination status  
- Whether students have a valid passport 
- Eligibility for ESTA Visa 
- Availability for the two departure dates.  

 
Over the next few weeks we will begin the process of collecting passport and visa information, as well as proof of 
vaccination status. Students will need to obtain an ESTA visa for travel to America. These are done online and cost 
approximately $14. We will write to you when you need to complete this. If you do not have a passport issued from 
the United Kingdom, please check this website in the FAQs for countries who are eligible for an ESTA visa to see if you 
can apply.  Frequently Asked Questions about the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) and the Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) 
| U.S. Customs and Border Protection (cbp.gov) If the country where your passport was issued does not appear, please get 
in touch with us and we can help you apply for the relevant Visa. This should also be stated on the Forms Survey. 
Please also ensure that student passports are valid and check the expiry date. We recommend you applying for a 
new passport as soon as possible should you require one.  
 
As communicated previously, we have two trips booked to New York in July to accommodate all students. The dates 
of these trips are: 
 
Trip 1: Friday 15th – Tuesday 19th July 2022 
Trip 2: Friday 22nd – Tuesday 26th July 2022 
 
Current Year 13 students will automatically be placed on Trip 1 as they have had two previous trips cancelled. On 
the Forms Survey, there is a space to indicate availability for the trip. Please note that we are limited to 64 spaces per 
trip, and we will need your cooperation to allocate students to each one. It is therefore helpful if you are able to 
keep both dates free. We will of course endeavour to keep friendship groups together as this is an important aspect 
of the trip. Please note that there are a very limited number of spaces on Trip 1 for current Year 12s.  
 
Once we have the results of the survey, we will write to you again to confirm our plans with insurance coverage, and 
indeed the next steps. A part of these next steps will be bringing in copies of passports and visas, as well as proof of 
vaccination status. We will also arrange a meeting with all parents and carers so you are able to meet the members 
of staff accompanying students and ask any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you to those who have kept up to date with the payment plan outlined in previous correspondence. Our 
experience tells us that paying smaller amounts on a more frequent basis is much more effective than leaving large 
amounts of the balance to be paid within close proximity to departure. The plan below involves a £100 payment per 
month and all payments should be made via Parent Pay. Should any student wish to pay amounts greater than 
suggested below to pay the trip off sooner, this would be most welcomed. Below is the full payment plan which 
started in July 2021.  
 
Friday 23rd July 2021 - £250 of the trip total paid 
Friday 10th September 2021 - £350 of the trip total paid 
Friday 8th October 2021- £450 of the trip total paid 
Friday 12thNovember 2021 - £550 of the trip total paid 
Friday 10th December 2021 - £650 of the trip total paid 
Friday 14thJanuary 2022 - £750 of the trip total paid 
Friday 11th February 2022 - £850 of the trip total paid 
Friday 11th March 2022- £950 of the trip total paid 
Friday 15th April 2022- £1,075 paid (full amount) Please note the full amount of the trip must be paid by this date.  
 
Once again, thank you for your support with the New York trip 2022. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact my colleagues Mr Charlton jcharlton@smchull.org or Miss Burden lburden@smchull.org. We will be in touch 
with the next steps of the trip in the coming weeks.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss R Flanagan  
Vice Principal 
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