
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

22nd December 2023 

 

 

Dear Families,  

 

We have finally reached the end of term, and what a term it has been!   

 

Our Outstanding Ofsted judgement and being awarded the “Secondary 

Comprehensive School of the Year 2024” by the Sunday Times have been 

unquestionable highlights. However, it is our distinctive Catholic identity which really 

embodies who we are at St Mary’s College. By living out our faith every day we are 

truly able to hold Christ at the centre of all we do.  

 

It has been a hugely rewarding term both spiritually and academically, not least 

seeing the Year 7s settle so well into secondary school life whilst the Year 11s have 

faced their mock exams with maturity and real focus.   

 

In order to continue this focus, after Christmas we will be launching our “SMC Best” 

and this is a phrase you will come to know well. As we strive to be an even more 

outstanding school, we will have a renewed focus on standards. The SMC Best will 

focus on standards in the classroom including pace and uniform. As always, we make 

no apology for expecting excellence, it is this relentless focus that has enabled the 

school to achieve its most recent prestigious accolades. I know you will support us in 

our SMC Best drive.  

 

A special mention must go to our SEND students who worked so hard once again 

putting on the Christmas Fayre last week. The handmade gifts were beautiful and the 

students took such pride selling the items on their stalls.  Thank you to all family 

members who attended, it meant so much to your child and to us.  

 

Please find attached our Christmas SMC Newsletter which details our fantastic 

achievements. I hope you enjoy it.  

 

Finally, I wish everyone a lovely Christmas. The support from our wider parish 

community and its families only reinforces how special our Catholic community is.   

 

God Bless and warm Christmas wishes,  

  

Mrs M Stead  
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